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2018 TFN Annual Conference | Program Schedule and Descriptions 

 

 
 

SUNDAY, MARCH 18 
PRE-CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES 

 
Registration Opens: 
3:00 – 5:30 p.m.  
Hotel ZaZa Houston Museum District, Phantom Pre-Function 
 
Welcome Reception  
5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 
Hotel ZaZa Houston Museum District, Phantom Pre-Function 

 
Sunday Night at the Movies: 
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  
Hotel ZaZa Houston Museum District, Hemingway Room 
 
The Funders’ Network, in partnership with Wyncote Foundation, presents a screening of 
the documentary, Come Hell or High Water: The Battle for Turkey Creek, followed by 
a Q&A with the producer and filmmaker. 
 
 

 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 19 
PRE-CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES 

 
Breakfast and Registration Available: 
7:00 – 9:00 a.m.  
Phantom Pre-Function 
 
Ad Hoc Breakfast Discussions: 
7:30 – 8:30 a.m.  
Phantom Ballroom 
 
Please feel free to join a group or suggest an ad hoc session of your own. Unless noted 
otherwise, breakfast discussions will be held in the Phantom Ballroom.  
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MONDAY, MARCH 19 

PRE-CONFERENCE ACTIVITIES (continued) 
 

Pre-Conference Institute: 
9:00 – 11:30 a.m.  
Phantom Ballroom 
 
Resilient People, Resilient Places: Spotlight on Solutions 
(Presented by TFN’s PPREP, GREEN! and Urban Water Funders Working Groups) 
From coast to coast, natural disasters have dominated the news. What have we learned 
– and how can philanthropy work to create communities that are stronger, safer and 
more resilient in the face of climate change? Join our annual Pre-Conference Institute 
for a forward-looking deep dive that goes beyond the headlines and focuses on 
solutions.  
 
Speakers:  
Colette Pichon Battle, Founder and Former Executive Director, Gulf Coast Center for 
Law and Policy 
Shefali Ranganathan, Deputy Mayor, City of Seattle 
Angela Tovar, Director of Community Development, The Point, Bronx 
Gaye Symington, President, High Meadows Fund 
Juan Parras, Executive Director, Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy Services 
 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 19 
CONFERENCE SESSIONS 

 
Break/Pick-Up Lunch: 
11:30 a.m. – Noon  
Phantom Pre-Function 
 
Opening Plenary: 
Noon – 1:30 p.m. CT 
Phantom Ballroom 
 
Seeking the Human Spirit: Cultivating Empathy Through Storytelling and Music 
HGOco, Houston Grand Opera’s community initiative, and Writers in the Schools 
(WITS) present a collaborative performance that sets 2017 Youth Poet Laureate 
Rukmini Kalamangalam’s poem “After Harvey” as a slam operetta. The poetry 
performances from the team of WITS youth poets, along with the interwoven music 
created by HGO studio artists, exemplify how the two organizations work together to 
gather stories from the communities and create unique platforms to elevate hidden 
narratives. 
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MONDAY, MARCH 19 (cont’d) 

 
Break: 
1:30 – 2:00 p.m.  
 
Concurrent Breakout Sessions: 
2:00 – 3:30 p.m.  
 
Finding Traction: How Diverse Coalitions Can Drive Transportation Change  
Building effective coalitions is the key to winning transportation funding and reform. In 
the Seattle region, Transportation Choices led a coalition of transportation, business, 
labor and social justice organizations to win $55 billion in transit and multimodal 
investments. In Greater New Orleans, Ride New Orleans is organizing transit riders to 
reform a post-Katrina transit network that continues to cut communities off from jobs, 
schools, services and each other. In Houston, the Houston Endowment has helped to 
start Houston Link, a group that puts social justice and economic access at the heart of 
its advocacy for better transit. Learn how these coalitions are creating unconventional 
alliances to challenge the status quo and move the needle on stronger policies and 
funding.   
 
Speakers: 
Alex Poroske, Executive Director, Ride New Orleans 

Oni Blair, Executive Director, LINK Houston 

Shefali Ranganathan, Deputy Mayor, City of Seattle 
Neelima Shah, Program Officer, Bullitt Foundation, moderator 

 
 
When Government Fails, Citizens Step Up  
With our democracy in crisis — including a public that is increasingly polarized and 
distrustful of government — communities are looking to harness the power of their own 
people to find the potential for change. During this interactive session, we will hear two 
compelling stories of how residents from communities in Detroit and Memphis have 
organized to build power and solve community challenges through citizen engagement 
and people power. Join us for a discussion on revitalizing democracy and building trust 
in people by creating systems for inclusion. Facilitators will lead attendees through an 
exercise to explore a different (and equally important) philanthropic model for 
grantmaking and evaluating impact. 
 
Speakers: 
Jackson Koeppel, Executive Director, Soulardarity 
Yancy Villa-Calvo, Artist, Latino Memphis 

Cris Doby, Program Officer, Fred A. and Barbara M. Erb Family Foundation, co-

moderator 

Erin Barnes, Co-Founder and Executive Director, ioby, co-moderator 
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MONDAY, MARCH 19 (cont’d) 
 
Preemption Threatens Local Democracy: How Cities and Advocates are Fighting 
Back  
Concerns about state lawmakers increasing use of preemption laws to undermine local 
policies has been growing across the country. Limits to local lawmaking threaten to 
undermine years of forward progress, innovation, and expanded civil rights protections 
on issues ranging from energy and environmental policies to community and worker 
benefits, to civil rights protection for our most vulnerable. State preemption actions have 
varied from overturning municipal election outcomes to exempting businesses from 
local regulation, to threats to withhold funding from cities and even making elected 
officials legally and financially liable for defying the state. 
 
Speakers will provide a national overview of the issue, and hone in on two southern 
cities: Atlanta, where local officials have in one case successfully defended clean 
energy measures and Austin where the city is taking legal action against the state. Join 
us for an open discussion on local strategies, tactics and tools to support local 
governments and how the philanthropic community can play a role. 
 
Speakers: 
Kim Haddow, Director of Local Solutions Support Center, Rockefeller Family Fund 
Kimi Narita, Deputy Director, City Energy Project, The Natural Resources Defense 
Council 
Anne Morgan, General Counsel, City of Austin 
Elizabeth Guernsey, Program Officer, Open Society Foundation moderator  
 
Resilient Recovery and Restoration: Advancing Equity, Economy and the 
Environment  
Between massive hurricanes, the largest oil spill on record, historic flooding and the 
downturn of oil and gas markets over the last 13 years, the Gulf Coast is a region that 
for better or worse, has learned not only to confront disaster, but to find a way to turn 
challenge into an opportunity. With $15 billion dollars in oil spill settlement funds coming 
to the five Gulf states for environmental restoration over the next 15 years, and 
significant hurricane recovery funding likely to flow, that opportunity is playing out before 
our eyes. This session will draw upon the experiences of local, regional and national 
funders who have joined together to harness recovery and restoration efforts and build 
a path that advances equity, economic opportunity, supports coastal arts and culture, 
and builds community in addition to delivering on the promise of environmental 
restoration. 
 

Speakers: 

Flozell Daniels, Jr., President and CEO, Foundation for Louisiana  
Allison Plyer, Chief Demographer, The Data Center 
Beth White, President and CEO, Houston Parks Board  
Kristin Tracz, Program Officer, Walton Family Foundation, moderator 
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MONDAY, MARCH 19 (cont’d) 
 

Collaborative Efforts to Address Racial Inequities in the Community 

In 2017, two groups of nonprofit leaders, academics, community organizers, and 

funders in different parts of the country—Northeast Ohio and San Diego—came 

together to work on issues of racial equity and justice. In both instances, community 

leaders spent significant time discussing historical oppression, unpacking deeply-held 

assumptions, and establishing a common lexicon that has led to increased local 

capacity and action aimed at advancing a more equitable society. This session will 

explore the journeys of two different efforts as they sought to create a shared definition, 

build awareness and engage funders, and launch tools and practices that build greater 

equity. Participants will then have a chance to reflect on the challenges they face in their 

communities to advance this work, and discuss with the panelists ways they might be 

able to foster similar collaborative dialogues and action.  

 
Speakers: 
Kevin Alin, Director of Regional Engagement, Fund for Our Economic Future  
Evelyn Burnett, Vice President of Economic Opportunity, Cleveland Neighborhood 
Progress  
Jesse Mills, Chair and Associate Professor, Ethnic Studies, University of San Diego 
Ramla Sahid, Founder & Executive Director, Partnership for the Advancement of New 
Americans  
Deena Hayes-Greene, Managing Director of the Racial Equity Institute, moderator 
 
Break: 
3:30 – 4:00 p.m.  
 
Afternoon Plenary: 
4:00 – 5:00 p.m.  
Phantom Ballroom 
 

 
Stephen L. Klineberg, Kinder Institute for Urban Research  
Stephen Klineberg is a professor of sociology at Rice University and the 
founding director of the Kinder Institute for Urban Research, a think tank 
affiliated with the university that focuses on urban issues and challenges 
facing Houston, the Sun Belt and other major metro areas. In 1982, he 
and his students initiated the annual Kinder Houston Area Survey, 
tracking the remarkable changes in the demographic patterns, economic 

outlooks, experiences and beliefs of Harris County residents. 
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MONDAY, MARCH 19 (cont’d) 
Break: 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m.  
 
Opening Night Reception: 
6:00 – 7:30 p.m.  
Lawless Spirits and Kitchen (at the Rice Hotel) 
909 Texas Avenue 
 
City of Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner will join us at the reception to welcome 
conference attendees to Houston  
 
 

 
 
 

TUESDAY, MARCH 20 
 

Breakfast Available: 
7:00 – 9:00 a.m.  
Phantom Pre-Function 
 
Ad Hoc Breakfast Discussions: 
7:30 – 8:30 a.m.  
Phantom Ballroom 
 
Please feel free to join a group or suggest an ad hoc session of your own. Unless noted 
otherwise, breakfast discussions will be held in the Phantom Ballroom.  

 
Morning Plenary: 
9:00 – 9:45 a.m. 
Phantom Ballroom 

 
Truth to Power: Stories of Inspiration and Confrontation in Advancing Equity 
Impact. That’s what every grantmaker seeks. But mention equity and diversity to the 
philanthropic community and often the conversation turns to the struggle of making 
outcomes match ideals. For nearly a decade, TFN’s PLACES Fellowship has been 
giving leaders in philanthropy the tools they need to embed equity into both their 
professional and personal lives. Join us for a live storytelling experience as PLACES 
alumni share their firsthand accounts about leaving their comfort zones to ask the hard 
questions — of their work, their world, and themselves. 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 20 (cont’d) 
 
Break: 
9:45 – 10:15 a.m.  
 
Concurrent Breakout Sessions: 
10:15 – 11:45 a.m. 
 

From Transactions to Transformative Change: How Projects Can Move Systems  

The community investment field has developed as a way to overcome the failure of 
markets to deliver the goods and services that disadvantaged communities need. 
Foundations, like other impact investors, seek opportunities to place their capital, but 
places are not equally capable of directing public or private finance to public benefit. 
How might funders use a systems approach to think about their role in creating a 
pipeline of investments and supporting a more equitable, sustainable and catalytic local 
ecosystem? By focusing on the systems that condition how community investment 
takes place, foundations can help make such investments more frequent, more robust 
and more effective. Facilitators will work with participants to help them understand how 
the capital absorption framework can create common ground between those working in 
different silos—including health, climate adaptation, economic development, and 
affordable housing—to achieve systemic improvements. 
 

Speakers: 

Christopher Goett, Senior Program Officer, California Community Foundation 
Robin Hacke, Executive Director, Center for Community Investment, moderator  
 
 
Building a Low Carbon Future – the Texas Way  
The Cynthia and George Mitchell will present a dynamic, provocative and counter-
intuitive discussion of how Texas helped lead the country in carbon reductions in the 
power sector and what the approach means for other conservative venues, economic 
sectors, and philanthropies across the country. Texas is a battleground in the global 
fight to create a safe climate future. If Texas was a country, it would rank as the world’s 
sixth largest emitter of greenhouse gases. It is also home to some of the largest fossil 
fuel-based industries but also clean energy innovators developing low-carbon 
technologies. Texas’ importance in the global climate landscape and potential for 
progress going forward, presents philanthropy with an opportunity to accelerate change.  
 
Speakers: 
John Hall, Associate Vice President, Clean Energy, Environmental Defense Fund 

Missy Mandell, President, Texas Clean Energy Coalition 

Michael Webber, Deputy Director of the Energy Institute, Josey Centennial Fellow in 
Energy  
Marilu Hastings, Vice President, Sustainability Programs, The Cynthia & George 
Mitchell Foundation, moderator 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 20 (cont’d) 

 
Lost in Translation: The Importance of Intermediaries in Anchor Partnerships 
With the buzz around anchor institutions as drivers of economic development many 
partners are keen to engage in new and more evolved relationships. Too often, 
however, these well-intentioned efforts fall short as anchors and the communities they 
serve struggle to establish the trust, candor and entrepreneurial thinking required to 
build an effective and sustainable partnership. Critical to ensuring success is the role of 
an intermediary, as noted in TFN’s recent publication, Anchored in Place: How Funders 
are Helping Anchor Institutions Strengthen Local Economies. This session will define 
what makes a good intermediary, the different roles intermediaries play in both single 
anchor efforts and multi-anchor initiatives, and how philanthropy can help develop and 
sustain an intermediary infrastructure.   
 
Speakers: 
Bill Taft, Executive Director, LISC Indianapolis 
Janisse Schoepp, Associate Vice President Programs, Policy and Special Initiatives, 
Health Foundation of South Florida 
Kurt Sommer, Director, Baltimore Integration Partnership 
Shawn Escoffery, Program Director, Strong Local Economies, Surdna Foundation, 
moderator 
 
Defining an Inclusive Economy, Measuring Success and Changing Behaviors  
Research and experience underscore the criticality of holding access to opportunity in 
equal weight to economic growth. Cities, regions and states across the country are 
striving to achieve inclusive economic growth that is broadly shared by all segments of 
society. Yet, few have actually achieved growth that is truly inclusive. One reason? 
Progress is too often measured through traditional growth outcomes and what gets 
measured gets done. We should be measuring what our idea of success is.  
 
A handful of national philanthropic, nonprofit and even public and private sector leaders 
are changing this paradigm through the development of a framework for inclusive 
economic growth. This session will present three examples of regions at varying points 
in this process, who will share the challenges and lessons they’ve learned along the 
way. 
 
Speakers: 
Bethia Burke, Director of Strategy and Resource Allocation, Fund for Our Economic 
Future 
Michael Fisher, Chief Policy Officer, IndyChamber 
Chantel Rush, Program Officer, Kresge Foundation 
Alan Berube, Senior Fellow and Deputy Director, The Brookings Institution, moderator 
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TUESDAY, MARCH 20 (cont’d) 

 
Messaging in the Post-Truth Era: Reframing Narratives through Media 
Engagement  
Due in part to its large industrial complex and car-centered culture, Houston 
experiences high levels of ozone, particle pollution and air toxics that pose serious 
health risks. In 2013, Houston Endowment began convening grantees focused on air 
quality to discuss perceived barriers to reducing local emissions. The group identified a 
major challenge: The public simply wasn’t aware, or concerned, about air quality and its 
health impacts — a lack of awareness caused in part by assurances from the state and 
other interests that local air quality issues have been addressed. The Endowment 
awarded funds to implement a multi-pronged strategy to elevate awareness, provide 
pragmatic solutions, and move residents toward action. Led by an experienced 
journalist, the One Breath Partnership has not only helped reframe media coverage of 
local air quality issues, but also helped shape the powerful, national coverage of the 
environmental impacts caused by Hurricane Harvey. 
 
Speakers: 
Elizabeth Love, Senior Program Officer, Houston Endowment  
Juan Flores, Community Outreach Coordinator, Air Alliance Houston 
Matt Tresaugue, Manager, Houston Air Quality Media Initiative, Environmental Defense 
Fund 
Kiah Collier, Energy and Environment Reporter, Texas Tribune, moderator 

 
Break/Pick-Up Lunch: 
11:45 a.m. – Noon 
Phantom Pre-Function 
 
Luncheon Plenary: 
Noon – 1:00 p.m. 
Phantom Ballroom 
 

 
TFN Annual Meeting  
Join us for our annual luncheon as we bid farewell to outgoing board members and 
elect incoming members of the board.  
 
 
Break: 
1:00 – 1:30 p.m.  
 
  



  

 

10 

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 20 (cont’d) 
 
Mobile Workshops: 
1:30 – 4:30 p.m.  
 
Choose from one of five mobile workshops. 
 
Meet in the lobby to depart for mobile workshops. All buses and groups will depart at 
1:30 p.m. sharp. Don’t forget to BYOWB—bring your own water bottle! 
 
Houston Ship Channel Fenceline Communities Tour 
This tour will take you into the heart of communities along the industrial fenceline of the 
nation’s largest petrochemical complex. As Houston is lauded nationally for a “green 
transformation” due to its substantial investment in parks, the ongoing impact of industry 
on places along the Ship Channel, like Pasadena, Galena Park, and Manchester, has 
gotten relatively little attention. Funders will share strategies that have focused at local, 
state, and national levels.  
 
Houston in Transition: A Trip Up the Red Line 
Take a trip up the Red Line, Houston’s 13-mile north-south transit line, through a variety 
of neighborhoods, including Near Northside, a largely Latino neighborhood that with the 
help of LISC and Avenue CDC (and funder investment) anticipated the transit line’s 
extension with robust organizing and the development of some innovative affordable 
housing strategies.  
 
Gulfton: First Stop for Houston’s Immigrants and Refugees 
Gulfton is the most densely populated neighborhood in Houston. Though it is nothing 
like the old Irish and Italian neighborhoods of New York and Boston in physical form, 
Gulfton has many of the same joys and beauty of the urban, immigrant America of old. 
The streets are alive. Incredible mixes of restaurants and markets pack the strip malls. 
This tour will introduce you to this international heart of Houston, where immigrants and 
refugees make a new home, and share the challenges that local refugees and 
immigrants face in a blue city/red state environment and how funders have actively 
organized and engaged to support this community.  
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TUESDAY MOBILE WORKSHOPS (cont’d) 
 

Bayou Greenways Bike Tour: Lessons in Flood Resilience 
Bayous are Houston’s signature natural asset, and risk. For decades the bayous were 
channelized and lined with concrete in an unsuccessful effort to control floods. In the 
past three decades, the region has adopted an approach that combines flood 
management, recreation, wildlife, and mobility. Houston is in the midst of a $220 million 
effort to add linear parks along what will be 150 miles of equitably-distributed bayou 
corridors throughout Houston, with philanthropy being critical to the concept’s 
development and implementation. When completed, Bayou Greenways 2020 will be the 
longest off-street hike and bike trail system in the nation, and planning is underway for 
“Beyond the Bayous,” which is a vision to extend connections into under-resourced 
neighborhoods to boost overall connectivity to jobs, schools, and other resources. This 
tour will include sites where Harvey caused extensive damage to older buildings as well 
as new construction designed for resilience that performed as hoped.  

 
Third Ward Walking Tour: Emancipatory Art and Equitable Development 
In 1993, Rick Lowe and other artists rehabbed eight row houses in a historic African-
American neighborhood called Third Ward. They didn’t know how much their efforts 
would have ripple effects around the country and globe, inspiring generations of artists 
and arts organization to work within urban communities. Project Row Houses, a non-
profit, turned houses into spaces for art installations and used others as homes for 
young mothers. They incubated small businesses and other non-profits, including a 
community development corporation. In recent years, land prices have shot up. 
Developers are building luxury townhouses at a rapid clip. Emancipation Park reopened 
this year with new buildings designed by nationally-known architect Philip Freelon. 
Long-term communities and institutions are seeking to manage these changes on their 
terms, including a large coalition countering displacement through a robust, community-
led, and funder-supported effort focused on affordable housing, economic development, 
cultural preservation, health, and social services.  
  
 

Break: 
4:30 – 6:30 p.m.  

 
Eat Here! Local Food Reception: 
6:30 – 9:00 p.m. 
McGovern Centennial Gardens 
1500 Herman Drive 
Houston, TX 77004 
 
We’re delighted to again feature our annual dining extravaganza, Eat Here!, where you 
will be treated to local and seasonal ingredients from innovative farmers, providers, and 
chefs.  
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21 
 
Breakfast Available: 
7:00 – 9:00 a.m.  
Phantom Pre-Function 
 
Ad Hoc Breakfast Discussions: 
7:30 – 8:30 a.m. CT 
Phantom Ballroom 
 
Please feel free to join a group or suggest an ad hoc session of your own. Unless noted 
otherwise, breakfast discussions will be held in the Phantom Ballroom.  

 
 
Concurrent Sessions: 
9:00 – 10:30 a.m. CT 
 
Building Thriving Communities through Energy Democracy 
At a time when federal climate and city building initiatives are being rolled back, the 
Energy Democracy Alliance is playing a key role in developing a national model for 
state-level change in New York. Energy plays a key role in community development and 
other fundamental aspects of our economy. The EDA is a grassroots initiative building a 
movement for a just transition to a renewable, equitable, accountable, and locally-
controlled energy system in New York State and beyond. New York State’s monumental 
effort to transform its utility industry offers a rare opportunity to empower communities to 
take their energy future into their own hands and provide families with sustainable, 
affordable energy. This would not be possible without a mobilized, diverse, and powerful 
energy democracy movement. 
 
This session will use the EDA model as a foundation for how funders can engage in an 
intersectional, multi-faceted strategy to building just and sustainable communities.  
 
Speakers: 
Jessica Azulay, Program Director, Alliance for Green Economy 
Lisa Yancey, Consultant, Energy Democracy Alliance 
Ceci Pineda, Training and Policy Coordinator, Community Resiliency to Climate 
Change, Good Old Lower Eastside 
Kelly Roache, Senior Program Manager, Solstice, moderator 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21 (cont’d) 
 
 
Cultivating Collaboration and Fostering Inclusive Growth: A Case Study in Transit  
The Scranton Area Community Foundation and the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Philadelphia have partnered to create an Equitable Regional Transit Planning Council. 
This council, which is comprised of over 50 key stakeholders, is the first step in 
developing a comprehensive equitable transportation strategy to improve access, 
remove barriers, leverage limited resources, and foster greater opportunity for all 
residents across the Northeastern Pennsylvania region.  
 
It was organized in response to the increasing challenges that residents are facing in 
terms of transportation barriers limiting access to affordable housing, job opportunities, 
educational and cultural opportunities, and quality health care. This session will provide 
tangible direction on recreating this collaborative model. Join us and consider how a 
similar model could be applied in your post-industrial city to address transportation or 
another obstacle facing your community. 
 
Speakers:  
Laura Ducceschi, President & CEO, Scranton Area Foundation, Inc. 
Bob Fiume, Executive Director, County of Lackawanna Transit System (COLTS) 
Bruce Reddock, Economic Development Specialist, The Greater Scranton Chamber of 
Commerce 
LaTida Smith, President & CEO, Moses Taylor Foundation  
Erin Mierzwa, Strategic Outreach & Engagement Officer, Federal Reserve Bank of 
Philadelphia, moderator 
 
 
Ethical Redevelopment: Reinvesting in Community while Preserving 
Neighborhood Culture 
From 1970 to 2010 the number of high-poverty census tracts nearly tripled. Despite 
decades of investment, 75 percent of the neighborhoods identified as high poverty in 
1970, remained high poverty 50 years later. Reinvestment brings its own challenges, 
however, as many rebounding neighborhoods become unaffordable and unrecognizable 
to their historic residents. This session will explore how funders can support people-
focused approaches to redevelopment that prioritize community over profit. We'll 
explore the principles of ethical redevelopment and hear from practitioners on the 
ground in Detroit, Minneapolis and Philadelphia about how they are putting this work 
into practice. 
 
Speakers: 
James Edward Feagin IV, Founder and CEO, Projects+PEOPLE 
Tayyib Smith, Co-Founder, Little Giant Creative 
Joan Vorderbruggen, Director of Public Art and Placemaking, Hennepin Theatre Trust 

George Abbott, Director, Community and National Initiatives, John S. and James L. 
Knight Foundation, moderator 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21 (cont’d) 

 
 

Break and Hotel Check-Out: 
10:30 – 11:00 a.m.  
Hotel checkout at noon. 
 
Closing Plenary: 
11:00 a.m. – Noon 
Phantom Ballroom 
 
 
Mustafa Santiago Ali, Hip Hop Caucus 

 
A nationally renowned speaker and policy maker focusing on social 
and environmental justice issues, Mustafa Santiago Ali spent more 
than two decades with the EPA before resigning in March 2017. He is 
now senior vice president of Climate, Environmental Justice & 
Community Revitalization at the Hip Hop Caucus, which leverages the 
impact of cultural influence to empower communities and strengthen 
social, economic and environmental movements. 

 

 
 

  
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
TFN 2019 Annual Conference 

March 18-20, 2019 
Miami, Florida 

Marriott Miami Biscayne Bay 
 

 


